
K of C Meeting Minutes for St. Thomas More Council # 7121, September 28, 2017 
 

The meeting was called to order at  7:00   PM by the Grand Knight, Br. Tom Kelly. 

  

A quorum of members was determined present ( 17  members) by acting Warden Joe MacDonald.  

The opening prayer was offered, followed by the pledge of allegiance. 

Roll of officers (P=present, X=excused, A=absent): 

⎯ P  Grand Knight –    

⎯ X  Chaplain  – Rev Fr Timothy Lindenfelser 

⎯ P  DGK – Br. John Decknick 

⎯ P  Chancellor – vacant 

⎯ P  Recorder – Br. Dave Look 

⎯ P  Financial Secretary – Br. John Parkey 

⎯ P  Treasurer – Br. Paul Doran 

⎯ X  Lecturer – Br. John Alexander 

⎯  

⎯ P  Advocate – Br. Bob Wesselman   

⎯ X  Warden – Br. Alex Stamatelos 

⎯ X  Outside Guard – Br. Adrian Garcia 

⎯ P  Inside Guard – Br. Joe MacDonald 

⎯ P  Trustees – Br. Tom Peckenham (1 year), 

⎯ P  Br. Don Fox (2 year)  

⎯ P  Br. Fred Hernandez (3 year) 

 

Dignitaries/visitors in attendance:  Fraternal Agent Don Juzwiak 

The opening ode was led by the GK, followed by opening prayer and the pledge of allegiance.   

The minutes from the August 24, 2017 business meeting were approved as read.  

Membership/Admissions/Initiations: No report.  

Grand Knight’s Report: 

We received a thank you letter from St. Johns Ecumenical Food Pantry thanking us for the 80 bags of food and 

$120 collected for them during the May food drive.  We are taking comments and suggestions for parish 

activities.  First Friday breakfasts have been discontinued, and a suggested all-Sunday-morning-breakfast will 

be a big task.  Competition for breakfast is stiff on the island-there are many good restaurants nearby.  Need 

dates available/confirmed with parish. We want to be a parish-centric council, community-centric, young people 

focused.  We must step up to the plate and answer the challenge for this council to survive. 

We contacted Carol Albanesi about speaking on the No One Dies Alone hospice program.  She is waiting for a 

social date from us for her talk (15 minutes max). 

FINANCIAL AND COMMITTEE REPORTS:  

Treasurer’s Report:  – Br. Paul Doran reported the balance in the Fr. Seamus Fund to be $10819.62. 

Treasurer's report showed income of $168.00, no expenses, and balance of $5141.19. 

A get-well card was sent from the Sunshine Club to Dr. Dave Risch, balance is $80. 

Reading of Bills and Communications: None 

Financial Secretary:  Br. John Parkey reported that 17 members are still in arrears, 4 for 1 year, 2 for 2-years 

and 11 for 3 or more years. There are no outstanding bills from Supreme or State. 

We have 3 candidates awaiting the honors of the First Degree.  John Decknick will coordinate getting all 3 

together on a mutually acceptable date. 

Trustees Report:  Semi-annual audit was completed within an acceptable time period. 

Chancellor’s Report on Vocations: No report. 

The office of Chancellor is currently vacant.  Conversation shifted to the announcement that the Outside Guard 

position is also vacant, with the imminent departure of Adrian Garcia to Virginia.  Bill Remy volunteered to 

assume the post of Outside Guard.  The Grand Knight also stated that he wants to fill positions for Membership 

Director, Program Director, Church Director, Culture of Life Director, and Council Director. 

SERVICE PROGRAMS and COMMITTEES: 

Social –Nothing in October. social cancelled.  Coffee & donuts cancelled. 

Nov 2 – social dinner/Bob &Jan Wesselman, Thanksgiving-turkey theme; December will be a Christmas Party 

on Saturday evening, Dec. 9 in the Community Center.  Volunteers for other socials stepped forward: 

Jan-chili cook-off-Tom Drygas;          Feb - Mark Hansen      March-corned beef & cabbage – Tom Peckenham 

April-John & Sammie Decknick        May – Don Fox,            June – Fred Hernandez  



 

 

 

Sun Nov 5 – Memorial Mass, Deceased Members Knights of Columbus; will  invite widows. 

Fri Nov 10 – Veterans Day Mass with Fourth Degree Honor Guard & reception/Tom Peckenham is lead;  

Reception setup will be done Thursday evening Nov 9 at 5 pm. 

No business meeting in November – always falls on Thanksgiving Day. 

Christmas Party – Saturday Dec 9 in community Center following 4 pm Mass. Dinner, Christmas basket raffle. 

Need 3-4 volunteers to be on Christmas party committee, including Brian Foy. 

Bar Report:  No report 

Food Drive:  Drive Sept. 10 cancelled due to Hurricane Irma.  Food bags kept coming in through the following 

weekend, and $510 in cash and gift cards were collected.  Small loads were delivered to St. Francis House and 

Catholic Charities (approx. 500 lb total, normally 2000 lb). Next drive scheduled for Nov 11-12 and 18-19. 

OLD BUSINESS:  Dick Connally reiterated that it is very important to communicate with the other members 

who do not attend meetings.  The phone list was updated with the help of Fraternal Agent Don Juzwiak, sheets 

with 10-12 names were passed out to Brothers who agreed to make calls to everyone before the next meeting. 

NEW BUSINESS: GK Tom Kelly will coordinate with Fr. Tim about resuming our Thanksgiving Turkey and 

Christmas Ham Raffles, schedule dates and appoint chairmen.  Tom Peckenham pointed out that Jim McIlhenny 

still has several thousand dollars worth of Christmas cards.  May want to also sell these again. 

The Bishop’s Communications Office has scheduled a PR video shoot in St. Anastasia church for the upcoming 

appeal publicity.  We have been asked to come as a group, wear our KC shirts, fill the pews. 

The Tootsie Roll order is due in to the District Deputy very soon. 

John Richards asked to consider other nights besides Thursday and locations other than the community center 

for social events.  He urged everyone to read this month’s Columbia ( http://www.kofc.org/un/en/columbia/ ) 

for articles on the role of Knights in building families.  How can we best involve men of character like Brothers 

Shoar, Hardwick and Alexander to serve as examples?  We must do something new, now, or die on the vine. 

Mark Hansen, in his motor home travels this summer, found Knights of Columbus family prayer booklet racks 

in several churches.  He brought examples.  For $250, we can get a KC booklet display case and 150  $1 books, 

each covering a different topic of contemporary Catholic family life.  We will talk to Deacon George about the 

possibility of placing such a display somewhere near the front of the church. 

Don Fox reported that the blood drive wiped out by the hurricane has been rescheduled for Nov. 19.  He and 

Carol Ann need volunteers at a table at each exit door to sign donors upon the weekend of Nov 11-12.  Donors 

participation improves noticeably when more people are there the previous weekend to sign up donors. 

Paul Doran mentioned our donation to the RSVP program each year.  Fred Hernandez moved and Tom 

Peckenham seconded a motion to sponsor two $500 donations to diocesan seminarians.  Motion passed.  This 

will be Matt King’s last year in the seminary, he will be ordained next year. 

Adrian Garcia is leaving for Virginia.  Bob Wesselman moved that we provide a new house warning gift at a 

going away celebration.  Don Foy seconded.  Motion passed. Bob will contact Adrian about when/where to 

receive such a gift.  Fred Hernandez offered to provide a “Farewell” cake. 

We have been asked by the Youth Group to cook hot dogs at the garage sale on Saturday morning, Oct. 7.  John 

Decknick, Tom Kelly, and Bill Remy offered to help. 

FOURTH DEGREE:  No report 

FRATERNAL AGENT:  Don Juzwiak reported that Supreme is considering allowing insurance to be sold 

electronically to members who do not wish to join a council, just want to join for the insurance. Details TBD. 

He also provided a large box of recruiting material and brochures to the GK. 

DISTRICT DEPUTY:  No report 

GOOD OF THE ORDER/Welfare &/or Distress:  Nellie & Ed Mulvey; Odie Skeen 

The closing prayer and ode were led by the GK.  The meeting was adjourned at  8:14   PM. 

 

Approved by the members on October 26, 2017 per the Grand Knight. 

Attested by Dave Look, Recorder. 

http://www.kofc.org/un/en/columbia/

