
 

  



 
 

Knights of Columbus 

St. Thomas More Council 7121 

P.O. Box 840036 

Saint Augustine FL 32080-0036 

 

May 7, 2020 

 

Supreme Council 

Department of Fraternal Services 

1 Columbus Plaza 

New Haven, CT 06510 

 

 

 

FOOD FOR FAMILIES REPORT FORM SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION 

 

St. Thomas More Council 7121 runs a Food Drive program every two months at St. Anastasia Catholic 

Church in Saint Augustine Beach, Florida, from September through May.  The May 2020 food drive 

was cancelled due to the COVID-19 pandemic, but was supplanted with individual donations and a 

virtual food drive.  Large 1/6 bbl kraft paper grocery bags and/or donation envelopes are handed out by 

Brother Knights to people leaving Mass on the weekend before the Food Drive.  The filled bags are 

collected the following weekend before each Mass, loaded into trucks, vans, or trailers for delivery to 

food banks.  Monetary donations and gift cards are solicited only as direct donations to the food banks, 

not to the Knights of Columbus nor to the parish.   

 

The collections at each of the three weekend St. Anastasia Masses are designated to one of the three 

largest social services organizations in Saint Augustine.  The 4 PM Saturday Mass is designated to: 

       St. Johns Ecumenical Ministry Food Pantry, P.O. Box 860191, St Augustine FL  32086-0191 

        Phone: (904) 824-2070 

Donations at the 8 AM Sunday Mass go to: 

       St. Francis House, 70 Washington St, St Augustine, FL 32084 

        Phone: (904) 829-8937 

All 10:30 AM Sunday Mass donations got to: 

       Catholic Charities of St Augustine, 3940 Lewis Speedway #2103, St. Augustine FL   32080-8647 

       Phone: (904) 829-6300 

Due to the pandemic, crisis donations were also made to: 

       Shepherd's Haven, 400 E. Harris St., Hastings, FL  32145 

       phone: (904)-  97-1951 

and: Blessed Solanus Casey Food Pantry 

        St. Michaels – St. Malachy Parish, 284 Warwick St., Brooklyn, NY 1120 

        Phone: (718) 647-1818 

 

For fraternal year 2019-2020, the four Council 7121 food drives collected 5588 lb of food, with cash 

and gift card donations totaling $8945, as shown in ATTACHMENT 1.  Food drive funds are kept 

exclusive of council accounts, with 100% of all donations received going directly and immediately to 

the food banks.  Other supporting documentation includes a copy of the flyer attached to the food drive 

handout bags and the donation envelopes handed out (ATTACHMENT 2), and supporting 

documentation from each of the four food drives (ATTACHMENT 3).  If further verification is 

required, please contact the St. Anastasia Catholic Church parish manager, Dr. Brian Schoonover, 904-

471-5364, email admin@saccfl.org. 

admin@saccfl.org


Since Council 7121 has met the requirements for a refund of $100 from the Supreme Council for 

every $500 / 1,000 pounds of food contributed by at least a factor of 18 / 11, we wish to claim 

the maximum fraternal year rebate of $500.  Please forward the rebate and 2020 plaque date 

sticker to the Council 7121 address P.O. box in the letterhead. 

 

Fraternally, 

 

____________________________  

David M. Look, PGK/FS 

Food Drive Coordinator 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENT 1:  SUMMARY REPORT OF FOOD COLLECTED AND DONATIONS 
 
Prior to the COVID-19 interruption on March 17, each food drive was averaging over 1600 lb of food and 
$2500 in donations. 

 
 

 



ATTACHMENT 2:  FOOD DRIVE BAG FLYER AND DONATION ENVELOPE 
 

EMPHASIS SHIFTED THIS YEAR FROM BAGS OF FOOD TO MONETARY DONATIONS.  THE FOOD 
BANKS AND SOCIAL SERVICE MINISTRIES ARE MUCH MORE ADEPT AT LEVERAGING 
DONATIONS, AND CAN DO A MUCH BETTER JOB OF PROCURRING FOOD IN BULK. 
 
Publix is a dedicated corporate sponsor of local community activities, and graciously provides a 
bale of bags for every food drive. 

 
 

#10 ENVELOPE PRINTED AND HANDED OUT SEPARATELY 

 
 
  



ATTACHMENT 3: SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION FOR EACH OF 

THE FOUR COUNCIL 7121 FOOD DRIVES 
 

ATTACHMENT 3-1: SEPTEMBER 2019 FOOD DRIVE 

 

Sept. 14-15/21-22 Food Drive 

Bulletin announcements for the two weekends prior to the actual food drive 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Reminder announcement the weekend of the food drive, emphasizing cash donations 

 

 

 

 
  



Our friendly and hard-working crew loading the trailer for St. Francis House in the drive-through 

lane on Sunday, Sept. 22 

 
 

 

 

Post-food drive report appeared in next available parish bulletin, October 6, 2019, featuring 

Brother Chuck Nitsch kneeling next to the 600 lb of food dropped off at St. Johns Ecumenical 

Ministries Food Pantry: 

 
  



 

Thank you letter received October 1, 2019 from St. Francis House: 

 
  



ATTACHMENT 3-2: NOVEMBER 2019 FOOD DRIVE 

 

Nov 10-11/17-18 FOOD DRIVE 

 
HOLIDAY FOOD DRIVE CHANGES EMPHASIS FROM  

BAGS OF FOOD TO MONETARY DONATIONS 

 
 

 

Left: SUV loaded with 40 bags of groceries; right: receipt delivery to St. Francis House 

 

 
 



November food drive bulletin announcement published 12/15/2019 

 

 
 

 

Official thank-you email from the Catholic Charities Director: 

 
 



ATTACHMENT 3-3: JANUARY 2020 FOOD DRIVE 

 

First Food Drive of the new decade – January 2020 – bulletin announcement 

 
 

JAN 18-19, 2020 FOOD DRIVE REPORT published in parish bulletin on Feb 2: 

New record of $3005 in cash and gift card donations (just barely) beat the previous $2980 

 

 



Thank You letter from Catholic Charities for January Food Drive donations: 

 
 



ATTACHMENT 3-4.1: MARCH 2020 FOOD DRIVE 

 

Bulletin announcement March 8, 2020, weekend before food bag handout, with additional 

solicitation announcement provided by St. Johns Ecumenical Ministry Food Pantry.  

 
-- 

 

WITH GREAT EXPECTATIONS, almost 400 grocery bags and donation envelopes were 

handed out at St. Anastasia on the weekend of March 14-15. 

HOWEVER: NONE OF THEM WERE RETURNED.  The State of Florida and the Diocese 

of St. Augustine were ordered into lockdown mode on St. Patrick’s Day, Tuesday, March 17: 



 

 
 

 

 

The food drive was changed 3/18 

on the council website 

www.kofc7121.org/fooddrive   

to a VIRTUAL FOOD DRIVE 

with emphasis on cash and 

monetary donations instead of 

bags of food.  The announcement 

was published in the pariah 

bulletin two weeks later as: 

 
 

For the first six weeks of the pandemic, food donations still trickled 
into the parish, approx. 100 lb/week, and when enough 
accumulated, a load was delivered to St. Francis House in St. 
Augustine or to Shepherds Haven, a migrant farm workers ministry 
in Hastings.   The council advanced Sr. Anne Halpin the entire $400 
budgeted donation item for Migrant Workers Ministry (council 
checks #1101 and #1112, below, delivered as preferred by Sr. Anne 
in cash by FS Dave Look).  Another $200 in cash and in-kind 
donations were also forwarded to Shepherd’s Haven.  Sr. Anne was 
requested to stop using church facilities on Apr. 28, and all efforts 
to collect food have stopped.  Online efforts continue, but cannot 
be reported. 

 
 

The two council checks which were used by the FS to provide Sr. Anne with $400 in cash which 
she used to help provide crisis food bank support to Shepherds Haven. 

 

https://www.kofc7121.org/fooddrive


ATTACHMENT 3-4.2: ST. MICHAEL–ST. MALACHY BROOKLYN NY FOOD DRIVE 

 

Council 7121 was afforded a unique and rewarding opportunity to help with a food drive 
in Brooklyn NY, the epicenter of the pandemic.  The brother (a priest from Brooklyn) of 
one of our members (Dr. Timothy Buckley) was featured in a national news article.   

From the Catholic News Agency, April 25, 2020: 

Father Brendan Buckley, OFM Cap., was cited for his work at his parish, St. Michael-St. 

Malachy, Brooklyn NY, under very trying conditions that have claimed the lives of at least 12 

religious.  Click the link below to read Fr. Buckley's story.  Knights’ support is mentioned 

around halfway down the text. Note that all 3 men in the photo are wearing KC shirts. 

Knights/Catholic Charities distribute food to St. Michael-St. Malachy Parish, Brooklyn NY, 

April 24,2020 

 

The Supreme Council Leave No Neighbor 
Behind initiative has resulted in Knights’ 
donation of a million dollars across the 
United States to various dioceses, including 
$50,000 to Catholic Charities to hold a pop-
up food pantry that served over 1000 
families around the St. Michael-St. Malachy 
parish on April 24.  Another priest from St. 
Michael-St. Malachy Parish, Fr. Michael 
Gelfant, discusses K of C charity on national 
television.  Click the link above picture at 
right for one minute of good news:

KC Leave No Neighbor Behind Pop-Up Food 
Drive Brooklyn NY 4/24/2020 

 

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.catholicnewsagency.com%2Fnews%2Fthis-is-exactly-what-we-want-to-be-doing-a-friars-life-in-brooklyn-during-coronavirus-20182%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1aFHeNURs1a-ctW7ZPhfp6H82adaxhC_MGDWuxOBUq6R_sW8LwBDgL33k&data=02%7C01%7C%7C37933e6a3a214c34f97008d7ec7d1ebe%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637237894435714611&sdata=xniUgBzDqPtbSGGJz2bkEH4l3POMw3%2Fgvp2CWj7GY8g%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.catholicnewsagency.com%2Fnews%2Fthis-is-exactly-what-we-want-to-be-doing-a-friars-life-in-brooklyn-during-coronavirus-20182%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1aFHeNURs1a-ctW7ZPhfp6H82adaxhC_MGDWuxOBUq6R_sW8LwBDgL33k&data=02%7C01%7C%7C37933e6a3a214c34f97008d7ec7d1ebe%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637237894435714611&sdata=xniUgBzDqPtbSGGJz2bkEH4l3POMw3%2Fgvp2CWj7GY8g%3D&reserved=0
https://www.kofc.org/en/news-room/leave-no-neighbor-behind/index.html
https://www.kofc.org/en/news-room/leave-no-neighbor-behind/index.html
http://archive.tveyes.com/18120/3451310-190865/928a3c55-67a6-4536-87e0-ecfcb0203641/MSNBC_04-24-2020_14.26.58.mp4
http://archive.tveyes.com/18120/3451310-190865/928a3c55-67a6-4536-87e0-ecfcb0203641/MSNBC_04-24-2020_14.26.58.mp4
http://archive.tveyes.com/18120/3451310-190865/928a3c55-67a6-4536-87e0-ecfcb0203641/MSNBC_04-24-2020_14.26.58.mp4
http://archive.tveyes.com/18120/3451310-190865/928a3c55-67a6-4536-87e0-ecfcb0203641/MSNBC_04-24-2020_14.26.58.mp4


 

A broadcast-to-all email was sent out on May 1, 2020, to the members of Council 7121 
soliciting donations to St. Michael/St. Malachy, a parish that obviously needs it much 
more than any local St. Augustine ministry: 

This is the donation link to Father Brendan Buckley’s parish: 

www.parishstmichaelstmalachy.org/donate.html 

Make a credit card donation to the Blessed Solanus Casey Food Pantry, a crisis need right now. 

 

GK Bill Remy directed Co. 7121 to contribute $250 to Father Brendan Buckley at St. Michael / 
St. Malachy parish through Dr. Tim Buckley, who wired it directly to his brother in order to get 
the funds there as quickly as possible. 

 

 

 

 

Several council members made direct 
contributions online to St Michael/St. 
Malachy through the Blessed Solanus Casey 
Food Pantry.  At least three have stated 
they contributed $100, for a total donation 
of $550.00.  There may be other donations, 
but we have no way of tracking private 
donations or obtaining receipts which are 
only sent to donors’ personal email, such as 
this one: 

 

 

http://www.parishstmichaelstmalachy.org/donate.html

